
BHS Gets Wired 

For the first time in our nearly 20-year history, the Bleecker Historical Society is online. In 
early 2012 we created a home on the web with two goals in mind: first, to spread the word 
about our activities to the local public, and second, to provide a digital beacon for distant ex-
Bleeckerites. Our efforts paid off in spades. Hits on our site have ranged from a few to a few 
dozen, and this summer, we were contacted by a former Bleecker resident now living in 
California: Cheryl Jensen, a descendant of one of our town’s founding families, who was 
passing through our neck of the woods on holiday and hoped to locate the resting place of her 
ancestors, William and Almedia Bowler. With the input of several knowledgeable members, 
we were able to assist Cheryl with her genealogical research. Next year, we hope to use our 
web space as a repository of images from our collections (see overleaf). Visit us at 
www.bleeckerhistoricalsociety.org. 

Speaker Series 

What’s a banjorine? Where do you find frazil in the North Country? How could you keep cut 
flowers fresh for long-distance transport in the early twentieth century? What does it mean to 
“turn” a pair of trousers? Why did Adirondack deer hunting increase following World War II? 
What are the architectural clues to a stop on the underground railroad? How does a museum 
get back on its feet after a devastating flood? These are some of the questions asked and 
answered during our 2012 program, which hosted guest speakers from as far away as Ausable 
to share research on topics from peony cultivation to public history. The Society extends its 
thanks to Ann Peconie, The Bentwood Rockers, Dan Ladd, Don Papson, Caperton Tissot and 
Hallie Bond for graciously joining our own members Eleanor Brooks and Eliza Jane Darling 
in presenting a series of well-attended talks from April through November. We invite 
suggestions from the public for our 2013 program; please tell us your ideas! 

A Year of Firsts 

The year 2012 has 
marked a series of 
new ventures for the 
Bleecker Historical 
Society. We’ve 
created our first 
website, begun work 
on a documentary 
film, and laid the 
groundwork for 
building a collection 
of tangible artifacts - 
projects we will 
carry forward 
through the new 
year. 

Yet one of the most 
exciting 
developments of 
2012 was the 
appearance of new 
faces at our monthly 
meetings, many of 
whom joined us as 
active members with 
fresh ideas and 
infectious 
enthusiasm. We hope 
to continue to build 
our membership 
through 2013, and 
invite you to join us 
at the Bleecker Town 
Hall for our speaker 
series when we 
reconvene in April – 
or, to participate in 
the projects 
described here, get in 
touch with us over 
the break! Our 
contact info is listed 
on the back. 

Eliza Jane Darling 
President 

Roland Vinyard of The Bentwood Rockers plays at our Mountain Music Night in June 



Material Matters 

How do we know what we know about Bleecker history? To be sure, history resides in our 
heads and our hearts – through folklore, song, story, myth and memory. But it also lives in 
the objects we produce and preserve. This year, the Society voted to take on the task of 
preservation in earnest, through the establishment of a collection of tangible artifacts which 
tell the story of Bleecker’s past. Our ambitions are modest, beginning with small items such 
as photographs, postcards, letters, journals, and maps, which will be archived in a space in 
the Town Hall generously shared by the Bleecker Town Board. But we hope this project will 
provide the foundation for the eventual establishment of a Bleecker Museum. If you would 
like to discuss the donation of an item to our collections, please get in touch! 

Historic Markers 

The Society has been actively engaged in marking sites of historic significance for many years, 
our most recent endeavor commemorating Lake Edward (AKA Vandenburgh or Tannery 
Pond) in what was once known as Bleecker Village. We carry on this tradition with two new 
projects. Through late 2012, we have been conducting research on School District No. 3 for 
submission to the William G. Pomeroy Foundation’s Historic Roadside Marker Program, 
launched in 2006 in Onondaga County and recently expanded to include every county in the 
State of New York. Our members have also voted to begin work on a Bleecker Veteran’s 
Memorial to be installed at the Town Hall, accompanied by a publication documenting the 
stories of our veterans in greater detail. Please contact us to participate!  

Bleecker Stages 

The greatest asset of the Bleecker Historical Society is the knowledge of its members. This 
year, we have embarked on an effort to chronicle that knowledge through a film project 
entitled “Bleecker Stages.” The project takes advantage of increasingly widespread and 
affordable audiovisual technologies to produce a documentary account of the changing social 
and natural landscape of the town through the living memory of our longstanding residents. 
As with all our projects, we welcome participants in this endeavor: whether you would like to 
share your memories of Bleecker, or get involved with the technical side of filming and 
editing, or both. If you could tell the history of Bleecker, what kinds of stories would you 
include? Get in touch to let us know. 

Next Steps 

2013 will mark the Society’s 20th anniversary. We look forward to continuing work on the 
projects described above – expanding our website, building our collections, producing our 
film, establishing our site markers, and welcoming a new roster of speakers for our public 
program. We also have a few new ideas in the works, including a photo festival and some 
innovative fundraisers involving tours of historic sites. But we need your input. Whether you 
are an old-time Bleecker resident, a newcomer to the town, an expat, or simply a 
Bleeckerphile from across the county or across the country, we’d like you to get involved. 
Bleecker is a small town with a big history, full of humor, adventure, and the beauty and 
mystery of life in the great north woods. Help us explore, document and preserve it. 

General Info 

Incoming Officers 

President: 
Eliza Jane Darling 

Vice President: 
Lorraine Bleyl 

Secretary: 
Nancy Buyce 

Treasurer: 
Bonnie Howard 

Trustees: 
Dan Brink 
Sharon Brink 
Carlene Lankton 

Active Committees 

Historic Sites 
Fundraising 
Membership 
Museum 
Program 

Membership Rates 

$5/year Individual 
$7/year Family 
$25/year Sustaining 
$100 Lifetime 

Contact Info 

575 Co. Hwy 112 
Gloversville, NY 
12078 

518-725-6065 

bleeckerhistoricalsociety@
gmail.com 


